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Mission Statement
To promote the welfare of and to prevent cruelty to all animals,
particularly wildlife; to prevent the killing of all wild animals,
particular endangered species and generally make all attempts for the
conservation and protection of all wildlife and the environment.
To help and rescue wild animals in distress and provide them with
Veterinary treatment and general care and finally to rehabilitate them
in the wild after ascertaining the sustain ability of the habitat.
To protect forest sanctuaries, environment, flora and fauna, forest
reserves, rivers, plants and all life giving sources from encroachment
from humans and their agencies including individuals, companies,
institutions and so on and to protect, in general, all wildlife and
environment from destructive forces.
To inculcate humanistic values in humans and to spread the message
of kindness and compassion towards animals and respect for the
environment.
To strive for a balance in the man-animal-nature relationship To take
all steps necessary to provide relief to all animals, especially wildlife
from pain and suffering.
Campaign against the keeping of wild animals in enclosures or under
any form of confinement by any person whomsoever under any
circumstances.
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Agenda
Sunday, 11 December 2011
'The Terrace', Century Club, No 1, Seshadri Road, Cubbon Park, Bangalore 560 001
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A short talk on the Bannerghatta Rescue Centre by Dr. Roopa Satish,
Veterinarian, BRC
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Secretary's report by Mr. Gopi Shankar, Hon. Secretary
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Treasurer's Report by Mrs. Sandhya Madappa, Hon. Trustee

1140
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President's Address by Hon. President, Mrs. Brindha Nandakumar
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Introduction of the office bearers for 2011 – 12 by Mrs. Suparna-Baksi
Ganguly,
Hon.
Trustee

1150

:

Address by the Chief Guest, Smt Laila Ollapally
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Any other matter, Q & A

1215

:

Vote of thanks
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From the President's desk...
As we celebrate 12 years of service to the cause of wildlife , it is with
immense pride and joy we share our experiences in our mission of
rescue and rehabilitation of wild animals.
Our Pilot Project Bannerghatta Rehabilitation Centre has handled
cases ranging from routine cases of injured and sick wild animals to
the more complicated cases of mothering new born infant animals and
severely beaten up monkey many have been successfully
rehabilitated thanks to Dr. Roopa , Anand and our committed staff at BRC who have
spared no effort to ensure the best possible care to all the animals , be it the most
endangered species or a Schedule V animal...
WRRC ' s commitment to bring about improvements in the welfare conditions of the
much abused elephants in captivity through campaigns, court battles, endeavors to start
elephant care centre and making a difference in the lives of individual elephants
Menaka , Girija Prasad & Mariappan has brought about favourable results... much
credit to our Past Presidents Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly & Dr. Shiela Rao for their
never say die attitude and
hard work through extensive research, frequent
correspondence and meetings...
WRRC also made some headway in awareness programmes to promote the cause of
wildlife through our website and articles in the press. Proposals
to conduct
programmes for educating and empowering members and wildlife with the knowledge
and skills to meet the challenges of working for wildlife were discussed and initiated.
Many thanks to the efforts of our young and enthusiastic members and volunteers...
In the recent past, one of our main goals has been to become self reliant and we are
extremely pleased with the efforts made by Trustees Ms. Sandhya M , Mr. Gopi S and
our fund raising team to raise the much needed funds. We are also indebted to our
Donors Rosemary Poole , CUPA , Bangalore, CUPA US and many other Donors and
supporters for their generous contributions .
This year also marked the constitution of WRRC Advisory Board and we are very
fortunate to have eminent members on our Advisory Board like Mr. F. T.R. Colaso,
Mrs. Rajamani, Dr. Narayan Bhat and Mr. Ajith Kumar.
It has also been our privilege to have assisted the State in Policy Formulation and we
are proud to have our Trustee Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly appointed as member of
the Task Force and member of the CZA Committee for inspection of the Appraisal of
Facilities for Zoo Elephants .
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WRRC also collaborated with other non-governmental organizations and Animal
Activists nationally and internationally to gather more support for the cause and was
elected to the Governing Board of FIAPO, an umbrella organization for Animal NGOs
across the country.
Regarding our future goals and mission... there is so much more to accomplish...
so many more animals to reach out... wild animals in captivity and in the wild... all of
them desperately crying for help... In order to extend our services, we need your support.
Our needs are much like any other NGO... funds, manpower , volunteers and most of all
the empathy and the support of the community.
I would like to conclude by placing on record our gratitude to the Chief Wildlife
Warden, Executor Director and CF, BBP and the officials and staff of the State Forest
department for their continued assistance to our projects. We are also grateful to Central
Zoo Authority and Zoo Authority of Karnataka for their support.
There are no words to express our gratitude to our Trustees, Suparna, Shiela, Gopi S,
Sanober, Sandhya, Sudha and Savitha who have been a great pillar of strength to WRRC
through many ups and downs and many a crisis... our Trustees are the backbone of
WRRC.
Last but not least, all of WRRC's work is made possible only by champions like each one
of you for our cause. Thank you for standing by us as we continue to work toward
protection of wild animals and their habitat and preserving the environment that sustains
us all.

Brindha Nandakumar
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Secretary's Report
Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre (WRRC) is proud to present the
Secretary's Report for the year 2010 – 11; yet another year of fulfilling work in the
service of animals and wildlife. The report seeks to present in brief a snapshot of
the activities during the year.

Meetings
The Board of Trustees of WRRC met six times during the year apart from regular
meetings with volunteers and staff. These meetings were convened on a project
specific basis.

External Meetings
WRRC had regular meetings with the Karnataka Forest Department which
included meetings with the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Mr. B K Singh, the Conservator of Forests, Mr. Selvakumar, Conservator of Forests, Mr. M N Jayakumar
and Mr. Kumar Pushkar, Conservator of Forests, Bangalore Urban to seek their support and guidance
with various matters pertaining to the functioning of WRRC.
The meetings of the Bannerghatta Rescue Centre Management Committee (comprising of the Forest
Department and WRRC) chaired by Mr. Millo Tago, Executive Director of the Bannerghatta Biological
Park (BBP) were attending by our Trustees and representatives from the BBP.
WRRC Trustees also met with Mr. Anil Kumble, Vice-Chairman of the Karnataka State Wildlife Board to
apprise him of our projects and request his support for the proposed Elephant Rescue Centre.
WRRC Trustees met with Mr. C. H. Vijaya Shankar, Minister for Forests, Government of Karnataka to
discuss the elephant rescue centre with him. Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly, Trustee also had meetings
with the Tamil Nadu Forest Department officials to discuss the plight of Mariyappan. male tusker at the
Samayapuram temple in Tamil Nadu. Mrs. Ganguly had extensive correspondence with the officials on
this matter, sharing research reports etc with them.
In addition to the above, we had regular meetings with donors, the media, officials of the Central Zoo
Authority, Animal Welfare Board, the Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations etc to
discuss various concerning wildlife protection and their welfare.

Campaigns and Legal Matters
WRRC proactively campaigns for the welfare and well-being of wild animals and it includes writing to
various authorities to fighting legal battles. Some of the campaigns that WRRC was involved in 2010 – 11
are listed below:
Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly, Trustee had extensive correspondence sharing research reports and
having meetings with the Tamil Nadu Forest Department officials on the plight of Mariyappan, a male
tusker confined within the same enclosure for seven years at the Samayapuram temple. To our great
satisfaction, elephant Mariyappan was eventually moved out Samayapuram to the Arignar Anna
Zoological Park at Vandalur near Chennai. In response to press reports that the temple of
Tiruvanaikkaval in Tamil Nadu was planning to obtain a new elephant to replace an old one that died,
Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly wrote to the Chief Wildlife Warden, Tamil Nadu Forest Department
requesting him not to grant permission for the temple to procure an elephant from outside the state.
WRRC Trustees also wrote to the PCCF and the Chief Minister to reverse the donation of an elephant calf
from the Sakrebyle forest camp in Shimoga to the Shaneshwara Temple in Tirunallar.
Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly wrote to the PCCF to ban the unauthorised entry of elephants from Kerala
into Bangalore for temple processions, based on information from the Elephant Lovers Association,
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Thrissur.
When it was brought to our notice that peacocks were bred for meat in a village in Tumkur, we took up the
issue with the DCF Tumkur as well as the PCCF who promptly ordered an investigation into the
allegations. It was brought to our notice by a group of French tourists that Hotel Hill View in Varkala was
trapping and killing civet cats. Mr. Gopi Shankar, Trustee wrote to the PCCF, Kerala Forest Department
requesting his intervention to stop this cruelty.
In June 2010, Volkswagen India launched an advertisement campaign for their newly launched car, the
Polo. The ads in the print and electronic media clearly instigated violence against animals, particularly
against the buffalo and rhinoceros and WRRC embarked on a sustained campaign to have them withdraw
these adverts. It included writing to Mr. Joerg Mueller, President and Managing Director of Volkswagen
India, the Press Council of India, Animal Welfare Board of India and the then Minister for Environment
and Forests, Mr. Jairam Ramesh. WRRC was joined by other animal protection organisations from across
the country and FIAPO to protest this senseless ad campaign. Eventually, Volkswagen withdrew the
campaign in October 2010 and informed WRRC in writing that they would be doing so.

Legal Matters – The case of the temple elephant Girija Prasad a.k.a Manikantan
The seven year long court battle for temple elephant Girija Prasad continued before the Division Bench,
Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka. CUPA challenged the order of the Chief Wildlife Warden granting
custody of the elephant to its alleged previous owner Jacob Abraham in a writ petition on welfare ground
and on the ground that the alleged previous owner had lost his ownership when he gifted the elephant and
was not entitled to the elephant under the amended provisions of the Wildlife Protection Act. The Hon'ble
High Court of Karnataka quashed the order granting custody to Jacob Abraham and the Temple aggrieved
by the order of the Single Judge appealed against the same. The Division Bench , Hon'ble High Court
upheld the decision of the Single Judge and the Elephant Girija Prasad continues to stay in the tranquil
forest environment in Sakkarabayle Forest Camp. WRRC is working with the Forest Department in the
maintenance of Girija Prasad.

Events
WRRC was invited to participate in an exhibition organised by The Energy Research Institute (TERI) to
commemorate the World Environment Day in June 2010. Dr. Rajendra K Pachauri, Director-General of
TERI visited the stall and evinced keen interest in the work done by WRRC. WRRC also held its first
Annual General Meeting on 13 November 2010. The event was attended by over 40 members, supporters
and volunteers and was presided over by Mr. R M Ray, PCCF and Chief Wildlife Warden (Retd),
Karnataka Forest Department.
Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly and Mrs. Brindha Nandakumar represented WRRC at the first-ever India for
Animals Conference in Chennai from 29 – 31 January 2011. The conference was organised by the
Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations (FIAPO).

Visitors
The Bannerghatta Rescue Centre (BRC) received its regular flow of visitors including forest officials,
wildlife enthusiasts, interns, donors, volunteers, both local and foreign. Some of our notable visitors were:
?
Ms. Clementien of Karuna, an animal welfare organisation based in Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh
visited BRC to understand and learn from our processes and records keeping to follow the same at their
shelter.
?
Ms. Carol Buckley from Elephant Aid International visited BRC in March 2011.
?
Mr. Nigel Otter from IPAN, Nilgiris visited BRC in January 2011.

The Bannerghatta Rescue Centre (BRC)
The BRC is the flagship project of WRRC and is a joint initiative of the Karnataka Forest Department and
WRRC. It is located on a 7 acre plot adjacent to the Bannerghatta Biological Park and is situated in a very
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peaceful and tranquil area, BRC serves a refuge and shelter for injured, sick, orphaned and confiscated
wild animals brought in from in and around Bangalore. Very often, these animals are sent to us by the
forest department and also the police who have confiscated them from illegal wildlife trade. The CUPA
ambulance attends to distress calls and the animals are administered first aid by the veterinarians at the
CUPA shelter at Hebbal after which they are transferred to BRC.
This round-the-clock centre basic infrastructure inclusive of a surgery with operation facilities, pre and
post operative holding area, reptile enclosures (pits), primate enclosure and housing facilities for staff.
A specially designed aviary inclusive of isolation area, pre - release area and a holding area has also
been built. The centre has an elephant enclosure and a rain-water harvesting pond.

Elephant Menaka
Elephant Menaka was a temple elephant in Bangalore suffered years of abuse being confined to a dingy
shed in an urban environment. She was used for begging and was made to walk the hot asphalt roads,
something that they are totally unsuited to do. Following action initiated by CUPA, Menaka was
confiscated by the Forest Department in 2007 and rehabilitated at the BBP. Menaka immediately
blended with the natural forest environment and her own kind, getting along very well with the other
elephants at BBP. However, years or abuse and neglect had taken a toll on Menaka's health and she
required specialised veterinary and nutrition. WRRC works with BBP to take her of her special needs
and also funds one of Menaka's mahouts.
Starting December 2010, Menaka now spends a substantial part of her day at BRC, cared for by the staff
and veterinarian. She is given special feed and veterinary care, including regular examination and
monitoring of her condition by Dr. Roopa Satish, our veterinarian at BRC.

The Elephant Nature Park
The plight of Menaka and Girija Prasad are typical of the suffering of captive elephants in India,
numbering over 3,500. While CUPA and WRRC have done their bit to alleviate the suffering of these
two elephants, both organisations have also conducted extensive studies on the state of captive
elephants in India, across 13 states.
WRRC has been working towards setting up an Elephant Nature Park (ENP) for rehabilitating
elephants rescued from captivity. We have been working with the Karnataka Forest Department to
identify suitable sites for such a project and have inspected various sites. This is work in progress and
WRRC hopes to realise this long-standing dream of establishing a refuge for elephants rescued from
captivity.

Elephant Task Force (ETF)
The pioneering work done by CUPA and WRRC for alleviating the suffering of captive elephants
received recognition when Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly, Trustee of WRRC was nominated on the
Elephant Task Force, constituted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. Mrs. Ganguly was chosen
for her expertise on the captive elephant issue in the country. The report of the ETF titled 'Gajah' was
well received in the country and the Elephant was designed the 'National Heritage Animal of India'.

Committee for the Appraisal of Zoo Elephants
The Central Zoo Authority (CZA), in a notification on 7 November 2009 banned the keeping of
elephants in zoos in the country and by definition that included circuses. Due to the challenges involved
in rehabilitating all these elephants in wildlife sanctuaries, forest camps or national parks as mandated
by the notification, the CZA appointed a Committee to appraise the conditions in which elephants in the
zoos in India were housed. Mrs. Suparna-Baksi Ganguly was nominated on this Committee and so far
the Committee has studied 45 elephants housed in nine zoos in the country.

WRRC in FIAPO
Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations (FIAPO) is a pan-India umbrella body of Indian
animal welfare organisations. FIAPO seeks to serve as a national body that can address macro animal
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issues, ones that requires long term work; sustained engagement; specialized research and legal
expertise; and dedicated resources. WRRC became a member of FIAPO in 2010 and was invited to join the
Governing Board of FIAPO. WRRC is represented on the FIAPO Governing Board by Mrs. SuparnaBaksi Ganguly

Publicity
The WRRC website www.wrrcbangalore.org continued to receive a good number of hits and continued
to be a good communication vehicle for the organisation. The updating and maintenance of the website
has been taken up by one of our volunteers Rohit Agarwal.
WRRC was also fortunate to receive some coverage in the print media during the year. The Hindu wrote
about WRRC and BRC in the Metro Plus supplement on 9 October 2010. This was followed by an article in
the DNA on 23 October 2010 on WRRC. In addition to these, appeals from WRRC were carried regularly
on the Pet Pals column in the Metro Plus supplement of The Hindu and yielded donations and brought in
volunteers.

Advisory Board
WRRC constituted an Advisory Board consisting of eminent persons from varied fields. The Advisory
Board consists of the following experts:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mr. Colaso, IPS, Director General and Inspector General of Police (Retd)
Mrs. R P Rajamani, IRS, Chief Commissioner of Income Tax (Retd.)
Dr. M Narayan Bhat, Director, Institute of Wildlife Veterinary Research, Kudige, Kodagu
Dr. Ajith Kumar, Course Director, Centre for Wildlife Studies, National Centre for Biological
Sciences

Volunteers and Members
Committed volunteers constitute the bedrock of any voluntary organisation and WRRC has been
fortunate to have a small but committed and motivated group of volunteers who play an important and
effective role in running WRRC. We welcome volunteers who are interested and committed to wildlife
conservation.
WRRC has very few life members and our endeavour in the coming months will be to embark on
intensive membership drive.

Our vision for the coming years…
While the BRC would continue to be our main project and rescue and rehabilitation being the mainstay of
WRRC does, we have a vision to do more for the conservation of wildlife and habitats. We would
continue towards realising the dream of an elephant nature park. WRRC also sees the need to do more on
the awareness front to educate people of the impact of habitat destruction and loss on the wildlife. We
wish to expand our membership base, reach out to more volunteers, strengthen institutional linkages and
put in place sustainable funding streams.

Conclusion
In a world characterised by rapid urbanisation, industrialisation and habitat loss, working for wildlife
conservation and welfare is a challenging task. Despite the various challenges, the sheer satisfaction of a
rescued and treated bird soar into sky as it is released by the staff at BRC keeps all of us at WRRC going.
This journey would not be possible without the valuable support we receive from the Karnataka State
Forest Department for which we are extremely grateful to all the officials concerned. We appeal to all
like-minded people interested in the conservation of our wildlife to come forward and work with WRRC
towards realising this goal.

Gopi Shankar
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Thank You
Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre acknowledges its gratitude to the Karnataka Forest
Department for their invaluable support in all our activities pertaining to rescue and rehabilitation
of wildlife. In particular, we would like to thank them for allowing the use of the land on which the
Bannerghatta Rescue Centre stands. This is a joint initiative of WRRC and the Karnataka Forest
Department and we are grateful to them for their support in its management.
Our special thanks to the following officials:
?
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden, Karnataka Forest

Department, Aranya Bhavan, Bangalore.
?
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Aranya Bhavan, Bangalore
?
Conservator of Forests, Bangalore Circle, Aranya Bhavan, Bangalore
?
Executive Director, Bannerghatta Biological Park
?
Asst. Conservator of Forests, Bannerghatta Biological Park
?
Range Forest Officer, Bannerghatta Biological Park
?
Asst. Conservator of Forests, Bannerghatta National Park
?
Range Forest Officer, Bannerghatta National Park
?
Chief Veterinarian, Bannerghatta Biological Park
?
Veterinarian, Institute of Animal Health and Veterinary Biologicals, Bannerghatta Biological

Park
?
Zoo Authority of Karnataka
?
Central Zoo Authority
To the following organisations:
?
Compassion Unlimited Plus Action (CUPA)
?
Crystal Rogers Animal Welfare Trust, UK (CRAWT)
?
CUPA-US, USA
?
People for Animals, Bangalore
?
Wildlife SOS, Bannerghatta, Bangalore
?
Vanamitra, Bangalore
?
Bangalore South Ladies Circle
?
Goldman Sachs
?
Inner Wheel Clubs of Bangalore
?
The Hindu
?
DNA, Bangalore
?
The Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations
?
The Karnataka Golf Association
To the following individuals
?
Ms. Sriya Narayanan
?
Ms. Mini Anthikad Chibber
?
Ms. Ramya Reddy
?
Ms. Radhika Venkatesh
?
Mr. Rayan Aranha
?
Ms. Sujatha V
?
Mr. Raghuraman
?
Ms. Vidhya Balaji

Mr. Prashant Bhaskaran
Mr. P B Venkat
Mr. Nand Kishore
Prof. N D Hari Dass
Ms. Jane Vaz
Ms. Sanghamithra
Ms. Sunanda Kulkarni
Ms. Priya Kurien
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Animals Treated Over The Years
1. Pipistrelle Bat (Pipistrellus sp.)
2. Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psitticula krameri)
3. Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosus)
4. Asian Koel (Eudynamys scolopacea)
5. Spectacled Cobra (Naja naja naja)
6. Russell's Viper (Daboia russelii)
7. Barn Owl (Tyto alba)
8. Black Kite (Milvus migrans govinda)
9. Three-lined Palm Squirrel (Funambulus palmarum)
10. Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea)
11. Plum-headed/Blossom-headed Parakeet (Psittacula cyanocephala)
12. Flap-shell Turtle (Lissemys punctata granosa)
13. White-cheeked Barbet (Megalaima viridis)
14. Large-billed Crow (Corvus macrorhnchos)
15. Grey Mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii)
16. Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis)
17. Indian Star Tortoise (Geochelone elegans)
18. Pond Heron (Ardeola grayii)
19. Spotted Owlet (Athene brama)
20. Spot-billed Pelican (Pelicanus philippensis)
21. Shikra (Accipiter badius)
22. Coppersmith Barbet (Megalaima haemacephala)
23. Indian Chameleon (Chameleo zeylanicus)
24. Bengal Monitor (Varanus bengalensis)
25. Buff-striped Keelback (Amphiesma stolatum)
26. Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)
27. Common Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis)
28. Indian Peafowl (Pavo cristatus)
29. Common Bronzeback Tree Snake (Dendrelaphis tristis)
30. Indian Pond Terrapin (Melanochelys trijuga trijuga)
31. Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus)
32. Indian Flying Fox (Pterocarpus giganteus)
33. Black-naped Hare (Lepus nigricollis)
34. Ashy Prinia (Prinia socialis)
35. Slender Loris (Loris tardigradus)
36. Barred Button Quail (Turnix suscitator
37. Banded Racer (Argyrogena fasciolatus)
38. Jackal (Canis aureus)
39. Scaly-breasted Munia (Lonchura punctulata)
40. Great Cormorant (Phalcrocorax carbo)
41. Indian Rock Python (Python molurus molurus)
42. Common Vine Snake (Ahaetulla nasuta)
43. Cochin Pond terrapins (Melanochelys trijuga trijuga)
44. Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta)
45. Red earth boa (Eryx johnii)
46. Indian myna (Acridotheres tristis
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The Elephant Care and Rehabilitation Center (ECRC),
Karnataka – A project taken shape
2010 to 2011 had been a year of serious deliberations on the process of initiating an Elephant Care
and Rehabilitation Center (ECRC) in Karnataka. Many conditions of abuse and disregard of
existing laws have been allowed to perpetuate due to the lack of such a center. The shortage of
manpower, expertise and space to cater to the needs of abused, traumatized elephants including
those kept in illegal confinement, have been felt keenly by all.
WRRC had the most fortunate meeting with Carol Buckley, the erstwhile Founder and Director
of the The Elephant Sanctuary (TES) based in Howenhold, Tennessee, USA. Coupled with her
deep knowledge, passion and interest to help elephants in Asia and WRRC's engagement with
the subject for many years, the fit could not have been more fortunate!
The search for appropriate land, most crucial to this project had been initiated in 2009 and
thereafter in 2011. Forest officials kindly arranged for us to view Manchanbele, where we were
taken by Shri Sathyanarayan, ACF BNP, on 19 April 2011 to evaluate if the land was suitable for
an elephant care center and if the surrounding areas had sufficient fodder and water.
The Sravanadurga Range Forest area and Kempegowda Vanadhama Park were viewed but had
a few disadvantages such as…..
1. It did not have the National Park cover or backdrop and is backed up by fragmented reserve
forests, which present a narrow corridor as connecting passage to other forest areas.
2. There is a significant human elephant conflict potential with three people killed in the last
year. Very often, wild elephants come to the same water body and if blocked out by a care
facility, may lose the little that they have in a shrinking landscape.
3. The local forest staff felt that the area is not suited to having an elephant center since the local
people were opposed to the idea, in view of their losses from wild elephants.
The uncertainty of finding suitable land was resolved by the gesture of an extremely generous
conservationist and private land owner, who offered his land for the project, provided that it
would not be used for tourism at any point. Fortunately, well known to the Department as well
as noted for his maintenance of private wilderness area, purely as a social and ecological
responsibility, the land was approved by senior forest department officials, including the Chief
Wildlife Warden.
The necessary permissions and management plan are currently under review. We have great
optimism and faith that such a center will eventually become a reality in Karnataka and thereby,
the first in India, to care and rehabilitate for elephants that are in need of support and protection.

Suparna-Baksi Ganguly
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Appeal
APPEAL FOR ELEPHANTS MENAKA AND GIRIJA PRASAD
Elephants Menaka & Girija Prasad are two city temple elephants housed in deplorable
conditions and deprived of their basic needs. Following complaints from the public of cruelty
and ill treatment to the elephants and intervention of CUPA & WRRC, both elephants were
seized and are now under the custody of the State Forest Department at Bannerghatta Biological
Park and Sakrebayle Forest Camp, Shimoga.
WRRC has taken the responsibility of assisting the Forest Department in the upkeep and
maintenance of Menaka & Girija Prasad and is totally committed to both the elephants for their
lifetime. WRRC incurs annually an expenditure of Rs. 3,60,000/- for Menaka and Rs. 2,79,000/for Girija Prasad .
WRRC humbly appeals to animal and wildlife lovers to help us in our mission of providing
lifetime care and support for these two magnificent animals who deserve to live in a forest
environment amongst the company of other elephants.

APPEAL FOR BANNERGHATTA REHABILITATION CENTRE ( BRC )
Monkey Enclosure
The centre frequently receives abused / injured / orphaned monkeys and is in need of a new and
spacious monkey enclosure.
Cages and Aviary
A large aviary with more facilities for the birds and cages to house individual birds are required
for treatment and rehabilitation.
Snake Boxes
In view of the many snakes that are rescued , snake boxes are also a necessity at the centre.
Apart from the above requirements, the Centre is in constant need of items such as fruits, rice,
corns, bird seed, cleaning materials, old newspapers, bed sheets, towels, bowls , etc.
Ambulance
Animals regularly need to be transported from various parts of the city to the Centre, both
for pick up and rehabilitation . Hence an ambulance is a great necessity .This would cost
about Rupees 6 lakhs .

Girijaprasad

Menaka
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Bonnet Macaque Gets a Second Lease on Life
Five long months of tireless efforts by the WRRC team finally concluded with a blissful sense
of closure. It's a heart-warming story of a monkey (Scientific Name: Bonnet Macaque) that
was found in an inhumanely mutilated condition near a temple in Anekal village, Bangalore
on 17 July 2010.
As a conscientious gesture, the temple authorities took the initiative to contact WRRC and
brought the poor creature to the Bannerghatta Rescue Centre (BRC). The severity of the
injuries was such that it took the doctor a colossal 6 ½ hours in the operation theatre, during
which more than 200 sutures had to be applied on the monkey under general anesthesia, to
pull it through the near-death experience. After a successful operation, it was looked after
with great care for months until it recovered completely and was fit again to be released back.
17 December, 2010, was an emotional day for the WRRC team, when they successfully
released the monkey back in its old habitat at Anekal. What was more; the team was
magically blessed to witness it reuniting with other monkeys in the neighborhood, who
appeared in no time to embrace their long lost friend back to the tribe.
Soon it settled in with the tribe. As it disappeared for good, back to its “monkey business”, the
team rejoiced at the mission's accomplishment and took God's blessings at the Anekal temple.
About Bonnet Macaque
The common Bonnet Macaque is a species of primate found only in Southern India. They are
called so because they appear to be wearing a hat, due to the peculiar lay of their fur.
They feed on fruits, nuts, seeds, flowers, invertebrates and cereals. Their tendency to
gravitate towards human habitations leads to many man-animal conflicts. Due to their fairly
abundant population, they are not considered to be endangered.

Rohit Agarwal
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A Blackbuck fawn in the family
A surprise visitor during the year to the Bannerghatta Rescue Centre was a Blackbuck fawn.
Seeing any juvenile is a sight by itself which also brings with it the complexity of treating it for
any ailments. The fawn must have been about a three or four months old and seemed to be
orphaned.
It was referred to us by the officials of Forest Department from the Hoskote range with an eye
infection for which our veterinarian immediately started treatment. Seeing it jump and play
around gave us no reason to think that there was a hidden problem to this beautiful baby.
We gave it utmost care just as the other animals get and was kept under constant monitoring
as it was the first such case for us. No abnormality was observed in its feeding or any other
parameters.
For few days the treatment went well and there were signs of improvement. But it suddenly
died and as required by the rules, a post mortem was carried out, revealing something that
shocked all of us. It had died because of a blockage in its stomach from rubber balloons. Most
likely this would have happened when the fawn strayed close to a human settlement and
ended up consuming rubber balloons resulting in its unfortunate death. Like any other
orphaned child, it did not have its mother to teach it what to eat and what not to. The balloons
of course would have been a part of some village celebrations or a child's plaything and
disposed off carelessly. It was extremely distressing to see a protected animal die to our
indifference.
The incident highlighted the need for better waste disposal. Often we see cows, dogs and
horses in cities foraging for food in garbage dumps in the process ingesting plastic. Cows in
our cities are known to ingest up to 40 kilos or plastic, which leads to bloated stomach and
death eventually. The menace of plastic is already reaching our forests adding another threat
to our endangered wild animals.
The sad death of this Blackbuck fawn which died an untimely death for no fault of it,
innocently eating something out of hunger which it thought it was tasty at that moment.
Blackbuck (antilope cervicapra)
It is one of the fastest of all terrestrial animals reaching to speeds of up to 80 km/h and is one of
the few antelopes where males and females have distinctive coloration, as the male bucks are
a distinctive black and white and have long twisted horns, while females are fawn coloured
with no horns.
The main threats to the species are: poaching, predation, habitat destruction, overgrazing in
their habitat, diseases, inbreeding and tourism within sancturaries and protected areas.
Like most wild animals, the Blackbuck is in principle protected in India by the Wildlife
Protection Act of 1972 and is a Schedule I animal. As a near threatened mammal, the
Blackbuck species are safe in several protected areas of India and Pakistan.

Vikram Sridhar
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Treasurer's Report
Funding is a key challenge in any voluntary, not for profit
organisation and WRRC is no exception to this. Raising funds is
a constant endeavour to keep the good work going. WRRC
incurred expenses of approximately Rs. 1.3 million in 2010 – 11
to run and maintain the Bannerghatta Rescue Centre and other
activities. It was a 20 per cent increase over the previous year
and was due to the increased expenditure on food, medicines
and salaries.
We are grateful to CUPA for contributing financially and materially to meet
WRRC's needs. We are also grateful to CUPA, United States and the Crystal
Rogers Animal Welfare Trust (CRAWT), UK for their unwavering support.
Fund raising initiatives like the Golf Tournament and the Calendar for the year
2011 helped raise much needed funds. In addition to these, ongoing fund raising
activities include sale of merchandise such as T-shirts, mugs and posters. But we
realise the need to have a regular flow of funds to sustain our work.
For WRRC to continue rescue and rehabilitate animals, there is an urgent need to
have dependable and long-term funding support. There is also a need to develop
innovative fund-raising ideas such as putting up animals for passive adoption or
entire enclosures for corporates to pay for the animals in that enclosure. WRRC
welcomes both ideas as well as funds from like minded individuals and
institutions.

Savitha Nagabhushan
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre (WRRC) welcomes wildlife
enthusiasts and animal lovers to join as members and contribute to wildlife
conservation. The only category of membership available is Life the fee for
which is Rs. 3,000. Interested individuals can sign up for life membership by
filing in the form and sending it with a cheque or demand draft for Rs. 3,000
drawn in favour of WRRC.
Name :............................................................................................................................
Address :........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
Tel. no (Office) .............................Tel. no (Mobile / Residence) ................................
E-mail:...........................................................................................................................
Age :....................................... Occupation :.................................................................
Cheque / draft No.............................................. dated................................................
Cheques / drafts may be posted to 'Southern Cross' 9A – Myrtle Lane,
Richmond Town, Bangalore 560 025
All life membership requests will be approved by the Board of Trustees.

Remarks :

Date :

Signature

Visitor Testimonials
“The organisation is awesome. We are impressed by the aims and objectives of your
organisation” – Shilpa Shri and Kamala, 26 January 2011
“Excellent job is being done here. Such wonderful care and best treatment is being is
being given to all creatures. Very impressed…” – Anmol Glenn, 29 January 2011
“You are making a difference to all these animals. Very happy and thankful and an
enriching experience…” – Ramya Nagaraj, 29 January 2011
“…happy to see good services. Great to see that some of us are taking good care of
animals. Continue the good work.” – Vidhya and Srikanth, 1 January 2011
“Awesome work you guys are doing. Brilliant. God bless. Would like to help”
– Chetna Bhutani, 4 December 2010
“Would love to help out if ever need our help. Thank you for showing us that
humans have a heart” – Deeptha Rao, 6 December 2011
“Realised how small things could make a difference in someone's life. Superb, keep
going…” – Vijay Iyer Neelakantan, 29 October 2010
“This initiative is quite a special one. Kudos to all involved in this project”
– Ramya Nagesh
“Touched. Thanks for taking care of these helpless animals” – Nalini Pasupuleti,
13 October 2010
“Thrilled and excited after seeing this place” – Vikas Chandel, 25 September 2009
“Very well kept. Very well informed. Very clean and the animals look happy”
– Shreyas Mitra, Rashmi Mitra, Ashok Kumar, 10 Sept 2010
“What you guys are doing for those animals is great” – Anushree Nishanth,
24 July 2010
“What a wonderful place you guys have here. Keep up the good work” – Carol
Buckley, 29 May 2010
“So great to see a place like this. Clean and well-kept and wonderful.
A wonderful refuge for our injured wildlife. Thanks for a place like this”
-Deepika Bhasin, 22 April 2010.

